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early as 12 October, 1723, when the great intellect was in
its prime, although such ineptiae are more frequent in later
years,1 as his mania for puns and quips grew. It is, indeed,
not always easy for one generation to appreciate the humour
of another. Fashions change in wit, as in other things;
and It is possible that Swift might find it as hard to laugh
at some of our modern jests, as we to laugh at what seemed
to him and to Sheridan to be exceedingly funny. But the
wonder of it is that the author of this poor stuff was also
the author of" Gulliver."

A graver matter is the coarseness of much of Swiff s
correspondence. His jokes, set down with pen and ink in
letters to intimates, Walls, Sheridan, and others, are apt to
be dirty. And not only in letters to men, but even in the
Journal to Stella there are nasty jests which (one would
think) a decent man of any period would have disdained
to make, at any rate in writing to a woman whom he
sincerely honoured.2 Again, we must make allowance for
the manners of the age. People were more outspoken then
than now, and Swift's niece, Mrs. Whiteway, is not ashamed
to allude3 to two of the Dean's poems which are abomin-
ably foul. But the nastiness of Swift was exceptional, even
for the eighteenth century. Laurence Sterne was not a
man of clean mind, and he goes pretty far; but he defends
himself against the charge of indecency thus: " I promise
to be cautious; but deny I have gone as far as Swift:
he keeps a due distance from Rabelais; I keep a due
distance from him. Swift has said a hundred things I durst
not say, unless I was Dean of St. Patrick's."4

Yet there is this significant difference between Sterne

1  Orrery fell in with this humour of the Dean's, and we have a letter
from Mm to Swift written backwards, 18 July, 1735.

2  I refrain from giving references, although a recent writer has
ventured to say that in the Journal there is " nothing which a writer
of the ultra-refined twentieth century might not have written to a
friend" (" Dean Swift" by S. S. Smith, p. 185).

3  2 December, 1735.

4  " Works " (ed. Browne, 1873), iv, 336. many and peevish at more, he has blasphemed a nature little
